
EPSOM DOWNS HORSEWALK BETWEEN QEII STAND AND RUBBING HOUSE 
 
The arrangements at ground level for equine and human movements between the QEII Stand and 
Rubbing House Crossing have since 1995 comprised a dedicated and railed grass walkway for 
raceday usage, including a chute out on to the course itself behind Prince’s Stand, plus an unrailed 
(on one side) rubber-tiled and tarmac path for use year-round by other Downs users, including 
Epsom-trained racehorses accessing the gallops. 
 
The rubber-tiled section of the outer walkway has deteriorated in recent years and now represents 
a trip hazard in places. It has also been a concern for some time that the horses in training are not 
protected by an outer rail on the route should a horse lose its rider - at a place where a busy road 
is adjacent. 
 
In addition, for the first time the 2022 Derby Festival saw the use of the triangle of land between 
the grass walkway and chute to the course used, successfully, for hospitality purposes within 
temporary structures. Ideally the footprint available for such use would be greater. 
 
Taking account of the above factors, the attached proposal for the future development of this area, 
which is all within the Downs boundary, has been worked up by the Racecourse. This involves : 
 

•  The creation of a 4m wide rubberised and white plastic railed Horsewalk for raceday 
equine and Epsom-trained horse access (to 12 noon) to and from the Rubbing House 
and Stands. This would predominantly follow the route of the existing rubber-
tiled/tarmac walkway. The surface would be a ‘wetpour’ rubber, common in modern 
equine areas, creating a solid and seamless surface. 

 
•  The creation on the outer of this new walkway of a separate 1.5m wide route, possibly 

in the same material, for use by walkers, cyclists and hack riders. This would be railed 
on the Downs side by the new outer rail of the equine horse walk, but open, as at 
present, on the Ashley Road side. The Ashley Road side section of rail would be 
illuminated along its length, an example the railing is attached in appendix three of this 
report. 

 
• The chute out on to the course itself would be moved to a new location, closer to the 

Rubbing House, and the existing rail and chute on the inside of the new Horsewalk 
would be removed, thereby creating a greater area for temporary structures at the 
Derby Festival. 

 
It is considered that the proposed arrangements would provide a safer route to the gallops for 
Epsom-trained horses in the mornings, by being given greater protection via plastic railings, and on 
a safer and more consistent surface. Pedestrians and other Down users would still have a 
dedicated route, and would not come into the same degree of direct contact with racehorses as at 
present. The Racecourse will benefit from having a larger area for use at the Derby Festival. 
 
A Planning Application will be submitted to Epsom & Ewell Borough Council Planning Department 
subject to this proposal first being agreed by the Conservators. 
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